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PREFACE. 


Tue subjects of Economic Zoology and Casual Distribution 
clearly pertain to our pages, and in this volume of ‘THE 
Zoouroaist’ two valuable papers appear on these subjects. 
We allude to one by Dr. Murie on the ‘‘ Slipper Limpet’ 
(Crepidula fornicata), its Introduction and Influence on Kent 
and Essex Oyster-beds,’”’ and another by Mr. E. E. Green on 
the ‘‘ Wanderings of a Gigantic African Snail (Achatina fulica) 
in Ceylon.” 


“ Bird-watching,” one of the latest and most interesting 
pursuits in Ornithology, is also, as usual, well represented in 
this volume. Mr. EK. Selous has given his observational diary 
on the domestic habits of the Sparrow-Hawk; Mr. S. E. Brock 
has detailed his observations on Lapwings in the pairing 
season; and Mr. F. Heatherley has done the same for the 
Raven ‘‘at home.” Our ‘‘ Notes and Queries” contain nume- 
rous shorter records on the same subject, and these have always 
been one of the most valuable features of our journal. A 
record is none the less valuable because it repeats a fact or an 
observation. If first recorded by A, it becomes of even greater 
importance when subsequently observed by others in different 
parts of the country. And here we venture to make an appeal 
to our contributors in giving the names of little-known localities. 
If these were denoted by capitals in the MS., mistakes would 
sometimes be avoided by both an anxious Editor and a pains- 
taking ‘‘reader.” It is a cause for congratulation that our 
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‘* Notes and Queries ”’ are resuming their old vitality and greater 
volume, and it is a matter for regret that many valuable notes 
have had to be held over from the December issue owing to 
the necessary usurpation of the Index in that number. 


In the past year the publication of many standard works on 
British Zoology is to be noted. We have nowreceived Part viii. 
of the ‘ History of British Mammals,’ by Major Barrett-Hamil- 
ton; Section vi. of Mr. Kirkman’s ‘British-Bird Book’ has 
appeared ; Mr. Tate Regan’s volume on ‘ The Freshwater Fishes 
of the British Isles’ has been published ; the ‘ Eggs of European 
Birds,’ by the Rev. F. C. B. Jourdain, is still in progress, and 
of course pertains largely to our British fauna; while Mr. 
Ogilvie-Grant’s ‘‘ Annual Report on the Immigration of Summer 
Residents, and Notes on the Migratory Movements and Records 
received from Lighthouses and Light-vessels,” published in the 
‘Bulletin’ of the British Ornithologists’ Ciub, appears with its 
welcome regularity. 
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